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ELEVEN (11) ADULTS CHARGED ON MULTIPLE COUNTS OF INCITING RIOT, ESCAPE AND VANDALISM IN FAYETTE COUNTY WILDER YOUTH DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER
Eleven (11) 18-year old adults housed at Wilder Youth Development Center in Fayette County have been charged with State charges of Inciting a Riot, Escape and Vandalism, 25th Judicial District Attorney General Mark E. Davidson announced today. The charges are pending in Fayette County General Sessions Court. 
On Sunday, September 22, 2019, around 5:00 p.m., the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services requested the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office, Tennessee Highway Patrol and Tennessee Department of Corrections respond to a disturbance at Wilder Youth Development Center in Fayette County. The investigation revealed that numerous juveniles and eleven (11) 18-year old adults escaped from their units and vandalized windows, doors, security mirrors, security cameras and other items at the Center. The adults were charged and booked into the Fayette County jail, while juvenile offenders were transported to other facilities to be held while further charging decisions are made. No one escaped the perimeter of the Center. 

The Fayette County General Sessions Judge set the adults’ individual bonds in the amount of $250,000. 
District Attorney General Mark E. Davidson said, “These charges will serve notice on offenders in the custody of the Department of Children’s Services that riotous and vandalous behavior will not be tolerated. You will be charged and held accountable for your criminal conduct. We commend Tennessee Department of Children’s Services Commissioner Jennifer Nichols and her staff, the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office, the Tennessee Highway Patrol and the Tennessee Department of Correction for their swift response and actions to prevent further damage and bring this situation under control. Wherever riotous and vandalous behavior occurs in the 25th Judicial District, this Office and our colleagues will be prepared to hold offenders accountable.”
With the cooperation of the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services, the case was investigated by the Tennessee Highway Patrol with assistance from the Fayette County Sheriff’s Office.
Assistant District Attorneys General Falen Chandler and Raven Icaza are prosecuting this case on behalf of the State of Tennessee.
The charges are merely accusations, and the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.
Copies of the charges will be available as a matter of public record at the Fayette County General Sessions Court Clerk’s Office. 

# # #
